International Journal of Commerce and Management Research
www.managejournal.com

ISSN: 2455-1627

Received: 20-07-2022, Accepted: 07-08-2022, Published: 22-08-2022
Volume 8, Issue 4, 2022, Page No. 42-48

Scope and challenges in tourism a study with special reference of Almora and
Bageshwar district

Dinesh Joshit, Bhuwan Ch Joshi?
! Professor, Department of Commerce, G D Collage Kanda, Bageshwar, Uttarakhand, India
2 Research Scholar, Department of Commerce, G D Collage Kanda, Bageshwar, Uttarakhand, India

Abstract

Tourism in Uttarakhand is a very large industry. The state draws a major portion of its revenue from this sector.
With so many scenic hill stations and pilgrim sites, Uttarakhand witnesses a huge crowd all through the year.
This state has welcomed adventure seekers, yoga lovers, pilgrims, romantic couples, families, crazy bunch of
friends and so on. But then there is always a scope of development in every field. There are many ways in which
tourism in Uttarakhand can be promoted.
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Introduction

Uttarakhand is a state in the northern part of India. It is often referred to as the "Devbhumi” (literally 'Land of the
Gods) due to its religious significance and numerous Hindu temples and pilgrimage sites found throughout the
state. As a result, religious tourism forms a major portion of the tourism in the state. Uttarakhand is known for
the natural environment of the Himalayas. 2019 Tourist Arrivals Domestic - 40,000,000 per/year and
Foreigner-150,000 per year. Tourism business in Uttarakhand generated 323,000 crores during 2013-
14.

Tourism plays a prominent role in Uttarakhand's economy. The draw of the Himalayas, the beauty and cool
relief of hill stations, and the wealth of Hindu religious pilgrimage sites are a part of the attraction. Corbett Tiger
Reserve and the hill stations of Nainital, Mussoorie, Almora, Kausani, Bhimtal and Ranikhet are amongst the
most frequented destinations of India.

Types of Tourism

Uttarakhand Types of Tourism and Protected Areas (Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board and Protected
Planet; United Nations Environment Program World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP WCMC);
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN))

Note: The skiing icon on the map is reflective of all/multiple types of adventure tourism.

According to Uttarakhand’s draft tourism policy, 44.2% of the domestic tourists visited the state as part of
pilgrimages and religious visits while 43.6% of the tourists came for holidays and sightseeing. The most
significant draw of the state are the religious sites in the state, specifically the Char Dham Yatra, which includes
four religious centres: Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and Yamunotri.

Adventure tourism is a new and emerging area of focus for the state and new infrastructure has been developed
to drive this business. Trekking, skiing, paragliding, camping, angling, rafting, mountaineering and rock
climbing are services being offered by both government and private players.

Most of the tourist attractions in Uttarakhand are linked to the natural environment such as mountains, rivers and
forests. Climate change can potentially alter snow conditions, biodiversity, water levels etc. impacting tourist
interest and flow. According to Uttarakhand’s state climate plan, tourism is particularly vulnerable to climate
change. Climate trends in the state point to hotter temperatures, increased likelihood of floods and landslides,
and increased water stress. Hotter temperatures can affect the length and quality of tourism; flood and landslides
can impact state infrastructure (roads, hotels, bridges, hospitals, etc.) and services, and also endanger the lives of
locals and tourists.

Extreme Weather Events

Uttarakhand’s unique geography and topography make it particularly vulnerable to disasters. The State is prone
to earthquakes, landslides, cloudbursts, flash-floods, avalanches, as well as droughts. The flash floods in 2013 in
the state resulted in a 30% dip in tourism. Incessant rains, flooding and landslides in the Alaknanda, Mandakini
and Bhagirathi river valleys in 2013 caused over 6000 deaths primarily among tourists visiting the religious site
of Kedarnath and resulted in significant losses in infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and buildings etc.
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The post-2013 disaster reconstruction cost has been estimated at Rupees. 3,964 Crore. Tourism in the state has
since picked up and the map above (total tourists) shows a steady rise in tourist inflow post 2013. According to
the state government, tourism inflow to Uttarakhand is expected to more than double in the next decade
touching around 67 million by 2026.

Tourism

The tourism industry in Uttarakhand is poised for phenomenal growth. Bageshwar district has been offering
ample opportunities for developing the tourism sector for the interest of both domestic and international tourists.
The tourism industry offers multifaceted tourism resources in the district. This would offer growth in economy
and intensification of the industry in the coming years. Tourism development may be harnessed by extending
and improving tourism facilities at the main tourist points. Kausani, Baijnath, Bageshwar, Kapkot and Glaciers
such as Pindari, Kafani, Sunderdunga, temples of Shikher, Kotbhramery, Pandu spot, Sama etc. are the attractive
tourist spots generating considerable amount of revenue.

Almora is a hill district in eastern part of Uttarakhand i.e. the Kumaon Division. This district is surrounded by
Pithoragarh district to the East, Garhwal Division to the West, Bageshwar district to the North and Nainital
district to the South. Almora district has a total area of 3139 sq.km.of which around 1309 sq.km is forest area.
District Almora spiritual heritage, beautiful landscapes, handicrafts, and cuisine. It is an important centre for art
and culture of Kumaon region. According to renowned historian E.T Atkinson, Almora city was established by
the 43rd ruler of the Chand Dynasty, King rule several architectures like Cantonment, Churches, and Circuit
House etc. were built. Formed in 1864 AD, Almora municipality is the oldest municipality in Uttarakhand. The
disforest covered high mountains and fertile valleys. the main rivers flowing through the district. The district is
also known for its scenic landscape, rich forests and wildlife. Figure 1: Image Source: https://almora.nic.in/ 1
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Almora is a hill district in eastern part of Uttarakhand i.e. the Kumaon Division. This district is surrounded by
Pithoragarh district to the East, Garhwal Division to the West, Bageshwar district to the North and Nainital
district to the South. Almora district has a total area of 3139 sq.km.of which around 1309 sq.km is forest area.
District Almora is known for its rich history, cultural and spiritual heritage, beautiful landscapes, handicrafts,
and cuisine. It is an important centre for art and culture of Kumaon region. According to renowned historian E.T
Atkinson, Almora city was ruler of the Chand Dynasty, King Bhishm Chand in 1530AD. Under British rule
several architectures like Cantonment, Churches, and Circuit House etc. were built. Formed in 1864 AD, Almora
municipality is the oldest municipality in Uttarakhand. The dis forest covered high mountains and fertile valleys.
Saryu, Ramganga, Kosi, Gagaas the main rivers flowing through the district. The district is also known for its
scenic landscape, rich: Image Source: https://almora.nic.in/ Almora is a hill district in eastern part of
Uttarakhand i.e. the Kumaon Division. This district is surrounded by Pithoragarh district to the East, Garhwal
Division to the West, Bageshwar district to the North and Nainital district to the South. Almora district has a
total area of 3139 sg.km. of is known for its rich history, cultural and spiritual heritage, beautiful landscapes,
handicrafts, and cuisine. It is an important centre for art and culture of Kumaon region. According to renowned
historian E.T Atkinson, Almora city was in 1530AD. Under British rule several architectures like Cantonment,
Churches, and Circuit House etc. were built. Formed in 1864 AD, Almora municipality is the oldest municipality
in Uttarakhand. The district has snow and Saryu, Ramganga, Kosi, Gagaas, and Suyal.Almora also known as
Cultural Capital of Kumaon Known for its cultural diversity, Almora, this bewitching hill station is situated at an
average elevation of 1,638 meters and is spread across a 5 km ridge atop Kashyap Hill. Being surrounded by the
dwindling pines and old oaks, the city has a divine aura that is enough to allure the backpackers. To make the
scenery even more mesmerizing, the snow-capped Himalayas stand in utmost grandeur to please the visitant
from Almora.

The place owes its name to "kilmora" a tiny plant found in the nearby regions, used for washing utensils of
Katarmal sun temple. The people who use to bring the plant was referred to as Kilmori or Almora. Hence, the
town came to be known as Almora or Almoda.

Almora is situated on a horse shoe shaped ridge of a mountain, the eastern portion of which is called the Talifat
and the western one is known as Selifat.

Why Visit Almora Hill Station?

Almora is famous for its alluring beauty, panoramic view of the Himalayas, rich cultural heritage, unique
handicrafts, and delicious cuisines. The picturesque landscape of Almora attracts hundreds of tourists each year
as it is one of the business hubs of the Kumaon region.

It is famous for its temples like Chitai and Nanda Devi, magnificent snowy peaks of the Himalayas, quaint
cottages, and the abundance flora and fauna. Chitai Golu Devta Temple and Nanda Devi temple are the famous
temples of Almora. Other important temples of Almora are Katarmal (an 800-year old Sun Temple), Jageshwar
and Kasar Devi, built on a mountain peak near Kalimat.

Almora city has several shopping centers which also includes the 200-year-old Lala Bazaar. Almora is also
popular for Angora clothes, made from Angora rabbit's fur and Almora’s special copper vessels.

You can also enjoy the beauty of sunrise and sunset at Bright End Corner, which is 2 kms from Almora. It was
here that Swami Vivekananda stopped en route to the upper Himalayas.
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Activities in Almora
Almora offers a vast array of activities for tourists and backpackers alike. If one is traveling between October
and March, the mesmerizing panorama of the snow-clad peaks of Himalayas is complementary.

Adventure Activities

The rugged terrain and undulating hills of Almora makes it a perfect spot to try some adventure activities to test
your strength and endurance. Rock climbing, Burma Bridge and Spider Web are some of the activities that one
can partake in.

Cycling
Cycling is a fun and healthy way to explore the nearby surroundings at Almora. One can cycle through the dense
forest area of Binsar Wildlife with family and friends.

Shopping
Being a commercial hub, Almora has one of the largest markets in the Kumaon region and a perfect spot for
shopaholics. Apparels made from Angora wool are quite popular in Almora.

Nature Walks

The natural beauty that encompasses the vicinity of Almora is quite breathtaking. The possibility of exploring
this beautiful region would be hard to resist. Nature walk to the nearby villages and hiking are quite popular at
Almora.

There are 13 tourist spots in Almora where travellers can spent their leisure time. Here you will find list of all the
Almora sightseeing options which you must visit and plan your itinerary accordingly. Explore the hidden
gems of Almora through this well-researched list, learn about the most happening places, things to do,
famous picnic spots for a memorable vacation in Almora.

Almora has many notable temples, including Kasar Devi, Nanda Devi, Doli Daana, Shyayi Devi, Khakmara,
Asht Bhairav, Jakhandevi, Katarmal (Sun Temple), Pataal Devi, Raghunath Mandir, Badreshwar, Banari
Devi, Chitai, Jageshwar, Binsar Mahadev, Garhnath and Baijnath. Kasar Devi temple was visited by Swami
Vivekananda and this area has a Chabad House. Rudreshwar Mahadev Temple, near Sanara Ganiya, is dedicated
to Lord Shiva. It is beside the river Ram Ganga. A sun temple (only the second in the world) is at Katarmal, a
short distance from the town. The temple of Manila Devi, Devi Maa, the family goddess of the Katyuri clan, lies
around 85 km from Ranikhet. Udaipur a temple of Golu devta is 5 km. from Binta near Dwarahat. Dunagiri has
the highly revered temple of Shakti or Mother Goddess. Dunagiri is known as the birthplace of modern-day
Kriya Yoga. There is a notable temple in Almora district which is in the village of Chaura near Bhaisor Gaun,
Someshwar. This temple is dedicated to Lord Golu who is considered as a lord of justice in Uttarakhand. This
temple is about 40 km from Almora town. Another temple of Almora district is Airdau which is in Someshwar.
Someshwar is a small town in the Almora district, which is very rich in agricultural ways. Pandu Kholi is another
ancient temple in the Almora district. According to Hindu mythology, Pandavas spent some time here to
escape from Duryodhana. The distance of this temple from Almora is about 80 km. Another very
ancient and holy Shiva temple in Someshwar town is known as Khakeshwar Mahadev temple. It is in
Bhaisor Gaun village, on the bank of a river.

Bageshwar - The Land of Shiva

The city of Bageshwar bedecked on the confluence of Saryu and Gomati rivers and is situated at an elevation of
1004 metres with numerous famous temples dedicated to Gods and Goddesses in the proximity of Bageshwar.
Bageshwar is a place of extreme religious and historic significance. The towering mountains of Bhileshwar and
Nileshwar are dotted on the east and west side of Bageshwar, while the north and south are marked by the Suraj
Kund and Agni Kund respectively.

The Pindari Glacier is determined in the higher reaches of the Kumaon Himalayas, to the southeast of Nanda
Devi, Nanda Kot. The most without problems handy of all glaciers Pindari are over 3.2km in size & 1.5 km huge
and offers upward thrust to the Pindari River which meets the Alakananda at Karnaprayag in the Garhwal
district.

The nearby proudly refer to it as the soul of Kumaon. It is located in the spellbinding Kumaon Himalayas,
Pindari glacier is the most on hand of all glacier treks and attracts novice as nicely as skilled trekkers. The path
to attaining the glacier crosses the villages of Saung, Loharkhet, crosses over the Dhakuri Pass, continues onto
Khati village (the remaining inhabited village on the trail), Dwali, Phurkia, and ultimately Zero Point, Pindar, the
cease of the trail. Though most of the path is alongside the banks of the Pindari River, the river is
typically hidden till after Khati.

Trekking in India is incomplete if you have now not trekked the Pindari glacier. It is located at an altitude of
3,500mts above sea degree in the Bageshwar district of Uttarakhand. The Pindari Glacier path presents for a
ninety km (56 mi) round-trip trek that most humans locate blissful to the whole in six days. The Pindari Glacier
is additionally well-known for different journey sports activities like ice mountaineering and mountain biking.
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Details of Tourism Potential in Bageshwar District Year No. of Tourists Revenue generated (Rs.in Lakh)
Employment

2007 2008 (up to October)

57569 5.69

76000 N.A

5.55

1000

Source: Tourism Department, Bageshwar, Year-2008

Tourist inflow during the year 2007 was almost 76000 which generated revenue to the tune of about Rs. 5.55
lakhs. The tourism sector has been improving over the years which is evident from table 5.20 i.e. during the first
10 months of year 2008, the tourism sector has generated revenue of Rs. 5.69 lakhs. Till now, the State
Government had laid emphasis on providing the necessary infrastructure in the State through the public sector.
However, with the fast changing economic scenario, there is now a need to involve the private sector in
development of tourism infrastructure and adopt the approachthat will ensure best possible utilization of
resources of the district and State in the log run. The Bageshwar District is endowed with huge number
of temples. The ancient Baijnath temple, dedicated to lord Shiva is flooded with devotees on the
occasion of Shivarati. This place has a cluster of temples. Prominent among these are Bhairav temple,
DattatreyMaharaj, Ganga Mai temple, Hanuman temple, Kalika temple, ThingalBhairav temple,
PanchnamJunakhara and the Vaneswar temple. Apart from these, the district has Chandika temple,
Shri Haru temple, GauriUdiyan, NilesharDham, Swarg Ashram, Jwaladev, BhikshwarDham,
SurajKhund, Golu, Venu and Mahadev temples which attract sizable number of tourists throughout the
year.

Excursions

The district of Bageshwar has plenty of excursions spots. Few of them are as follows: Kanda This picturesque
place is a treat for nature lovers and is located at 25 Km from the town on BageshwarGhaukori road at the height
of 1500 mt-1900 mt. above sea level. Ancient Bhadrakali temple is situated near Kanda. Vijaypur It is situated at
the distance 30 Km from the town and offers beautiful views of the snow covered Himalayan ranges.
BharariKapkot This place is about 25 Km from Bageshwar. It is the first night halt for trekkers to the Pindari
glacier. This place nestles among the mountains. Baijnath It is located on the Bageshwar- Almora- Gwaldam
road on the banks of river Gomti at the distance of 26 Km from Bageshwar. Many temples with idols of Shiva
and Parvati can be seen from here. Pandusthal According to the legends, Pandusthal was the battleground, where
Kauravas and Pandavas had fought. There exists a natural ground half a Km in breadth. It is accessible bybus
from Garud to Jakhera and from Jakhera it is 20 Km trek through the mountains. Kausani It is a
holiday resort at the height of 1890 mt and is situated at 39 Kms from Bageshwar. It has scenic beauty
in the lap of nature. Gandhiji stayed here in 1929 and the Ashram is built here in his memory.

Trekking

Bageshwar district has couple of trekking routes, as listed below: Pindari Glacier Pindari glacier is a trekker’s
paradise and is best known trekking route in Kumaon. It is situated between the snow capped Nanda Devi and
Nandakot mountains. The river Pindari originates from glaciers of Nandakot (6860 mt), Chhanguch (6322 mt)
and Nandaghunti (6310 mt). Kafni Glacier It is situated at an altitude of 3852 mts. near Pindari Glacier. Many
breathtaking views of Himalyan ranges are visible during the trek. It is accessible from a side road of Pindari.
Sunder Dunga Glacier It is located at an altitude of 3880 mts. The entire trek route is endowed with natural and
picturesque views of many Himalayan ranges. Kailash MansrovarBageshwar is situated on the way to Kailash
Mansrovar, which is a Hindu pilgrimage. Thousands of Hindu pilgrims pass through Bageshwar every year for
seeking salvation at the lotus feet of Lord Shiva.

Wild Life Sanctuaries

Bageshwar, the 'Abode of Gods' is an important pilgrim and tourist centre. It is located about 90 kms from
Almora on the confluence of the rivers Saryu and Gomti. The town is famous for ancient Bagnath Temple and
the annual Uttaraini fair held in January. The beautiful town is also a delight for adventure sport lovers. The
famous Pindari, Sunderdunga and Kafni glaciers can be reached via Bageshwar. Bageshwar gets its name form
this ancient temple of Lord Shiva set in the heart of the town. According to mythological legends, sage
Markandey lived here and Lord Shiva in the form of Bagh or tiger visited the place.
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Table 1: Tourist Statistics from 2000 to 2002 of Major Tourist Destinations
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5. HName of Towrist Yeor 2000 Wesr 2000 o 2002
MNa. Deestimation
Iredimm FWEE'IH' Total Iz Fnre!nﬂ' Total Inclism Foreigner Total

1 Dehradun 450391 9321 455712 AAFRIE 12667 455495 TOO51E8 0672 710150
2 Righikes II0EST 614 F3TITL 234752 6536 231378 JEREEDF AST3 273455
3 I e E47191 3555 ESD746 BEEETO 3055 E91938 GEBAEL 2863 Soi344
+ Pawri 113882 276 114F5E 124070 150 125135 FEBOO 20 TIRID
5 Srinagar pl 109 108743 113603 237 113840 118520 166 118756
] Eptdwar [Swaragasram,

Chillz} SO2E3 34 95317 S50z 13 95115 223840 BSBE 232426
T Rudraprayag (without

Kedarnath) 242370 570 242040 30062 563 305025 3509612 376 360018
B

Kedarnath FOOOD 1] FDDO00 151465 2163 193628 167520 1697 165217
] Gopeshwar

{Mandpray=e Mundoli,

Tharali et 27T 1430 IPO2T 145444 529 145573 14BELF 558 145400
o Jashirath (Govindghat,

Ghanghariya) AD6ITE 1143 L FETY 214561 100 215641 337308 515 33718
11 Badrinath 695332 L] 8595332 430011 Z1 430065 A4AR51T B0 A4E557
12 Bl 8323 A07 ET30 B450 157 6526 14148 221 14368
13 Hemnkurth Sahib 327550 1] 32750 210360 1] Z10a60 340578 o 340578
% ‘Wiellhy of Florsser 10E9 12 1101 2345 132 2481 1500 15 1515
15 Tehri JBESLS TIEL 305536 373755 6111 ITOE66 533378 6570 535045
1] Ustarkashi [Harshil,

Gangnani etc.) 263379 1178 HEATST 265308 731 HHE0S5 279284 560 2 7o
1T Gangotri JEA07 1] oy 131311 158 131495 11827 153 118374
10 Yarmunotri EBGT2 1] BEGT2 54015 53 54074 53976 a7 SA023
] Haridhwar 5316580 T659 5324635 SS0ZE2TE 6276 SS0E5A5 5518270 BO2S 5524209
a0 Blrmora 54589 3633 BEGZEZ ET108 1664 BETT2 Fivog 2388 74107
) Ranikcheth B24E7 B42 63329 65747 653 BEL10 63941 510 62451
=

Kausani & Bameshraar SAE0 T2 BELEZ BE5TT 733 LxEs 65176 761 65937
3 Pithoragarh 63579 S0 64433 TOE05 444 71245 135417 914 136326
3% Champawst I3EH0 E1 33501 33171 S 3361 35057 12 35309
s Manital I50a47 T5E9 I5E536 356941 5793 362734 412440 Ax24q 2165661
an Kathsodam G2 266 40508 A2EDS 251 43150 AFB1F 56 44065
IT Corbett Nationzl Parik SYBTT 3624 61501 57113 3775 BIERE 61712 I6TE 65350
s Udham Singh MNagar S1673 56 61759 62303 207 62410 GEA2E 11 68635

Tl 11078514 56766 | 11135580 | 10545784 S0 | 1003485 | 11653018 55974 | 11707992

Table 2: District wise details of registered units under Home Stay scheme March 2019

E.No. |Name of District (Category Urban Area Rural Area
No. of No.of |No.of Beds| No.of No.of [No.of Beds|
registered Seats registered Seats
units units
1| Nainital (Gold 23 81 154 70 2544 432
Silver 16 55| 106 31 52 176
Bronze 0 ol nl E] 20 40)
Total 33 136 250' 110 366 708
2|uttarkashi Gold 0 0 0| 1 & 13|
Silver 2 7| 14 21 93 186
Bronze 4] 15] 30| 32 117 234
Total [ 22| 44 54 216 432
3B (Gold 0 0 0| 0 0 0|
Silver 1 5| 10| 3 15 30|
Bronze 2] 0| 0| 25 88 150
Total 1 5| 10/ 28 103 180
4| Tehri Garhwal (Gold 0 0 0| 21 92 196
Silver 2 8| 16| 81 365 851
Bronze 2] 0| 0| 1 4 g
Total 2 8| 16| 103 461 1055
5| Pauri (Gold 0 0 0| 5 17 34
Silver 0 [ 0| 8 22 44
Bronze 2] 0| 0| ) 30 60|
Total 0 0| 0| 21 69 138
| Dehradun (Gold 42 212 461 6 25 50|
Silver 56 293 606 20 94 188
Bronze 84 419 857 3 8 16|
Total 182 924 1924 29 127 254
T|Haridwar (Gold 0 0 0| 0 0 0|
Silver 7 33 66| 1 3 6|
Bronze 5 26| 52| 0 0 0|
Total 12 59| 118| 1 3 6|
8|Rudraprayag Gold a 0| 0| 6 27 44
Silver 3 10| 20| 25 43 108
Bronze 2] 0| 0| 23 72 142]
Total 3 10 20 54 148 294
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The three major areas of tourism management are
Business administration (finance, human resources and marketing activities);

Management theories and principles; Tourism industry (travel accommodation, environmental factors and
tourism organizations
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Table 3: Tourist Statistics Year 2021 of Major Tourist Destinations

51, Name of Tourist Destination Year 2021
- Indian Foreigner Total
1 | Dehradin IBBS1OT 1873 IB4TTRI
1| xihiketh 191230 1578 fur ]
3 | mumzoons 1129528 m 1II9B0S
4 | pasi 350 [ TS0
5 | srnagar 209555 [] 2OF555
& | motchwar [Swaragasram, chilla) 108362 (1] OO0
7 | Fudraprayag (wathout Kedarnath) AB4TS 3 [T
& | kedamath 242985 7 243012
[ st |Mandprayag, Mundol, Tharak etc_] 10453 53 10216
10 | soshemath |Govndghat, Ghangharrya) 167305 12 167381
11 | eadrinath 199406 L] 199409
12 | sl 1Z74ET7 1 177483
13 | Hemiband Sahib 15505 [] 19506
14 | valiey of Flowers 10383 15 10398
15 | Tehri 480513 2300 [T
16 | ustmriashi (Harshil, Cangrani etr.| BOSAL 140 80733
17 | Gangotri 33771 [ FTTFE)
18 | vamunotri 33311 L EEEEE
19 | Hardwar LXTITRIS E16 17iBaa1
1o | simora EL 71 10
I1 | Earuiheth 54265 a SATES
11 | xaisani B Eapethwar ass07 1 ana1s
3 | Pithoragarh s343¥ k2 15506
14 | champareat 15704 ? 15711
I5 | mainial IS4 III59
6 | xathgodem 107952 177 108109
17 | corbett Mational Park 2ETI [TTT] FETTER]
28 | udham singh Magar 182262 156 187418
Total 20002705 15410 20018115

Economic uncertainty’ highlighted as biggest challenge facing the travel industry. ‘Sustainable travel’ and
‘climate change’ listed as second and third biggest challenges. Gaps in technological skills’ identified as fourth
biggest challenge facing industry.

Fig 1l
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A recent survey carried out by Travel Technology Europe has revealed ‘economic uncertainty’ as the biggest
challenge currently facing the travel industry, with 53 per cent of those polled putting it at the top of the list.

This was closely followed by issues surrounding ‘sustainable Travel’ and ‘climate change’, with 45 per cent and
44 percent of

Respondents respectively, highlighting these as key challenges entering 2020.

Uttarakhand - Total Tourists by year
(2000-201?]
5,00,00,000
4,00,00,000
3,00,00,000
2.00,00,000
1,00,00,000 I I I I I
° 11
2 = ~ Mo W W M~ 0 h © = NS U W M~
o O o oo oo o oo o o 2o A A = = = = = ~
o o o o o o o o o o o o o o oo
e O e Y o I Y (N I ™' O ™ R I o (Y ™ Y ™ Y e I ™ Y I o I ™ I ™ B

Fig 2: The graph displays total number of tourists (domestic and international) to visit Uttarakhand from 2000-
2017.

Climate Change and Tourism

Most of the tourist attractions in Uttarakhand are linked to the natural environment such as mountains, rivers and
forests. Climate change can potentially alter snow conditions, biodiversity, water levels etc. impacting tourist
interest and flow. According to Uttarakhand’s state climate plan, tourism is particularly vulnerable to climate
change. Climate trends in the state point to hotter temperatures, increased likelihood of floods and landslides,
and increased water stress. Hotter temperatures can affect the length and quality of tourism; flood and landslides
can impact state infrastructure (roads, hotels, bridges, hospitals, etc.) and services, and also endanger the lives of
locals and tourists.

Extreme Weather Events

Uttarakhand’s unique geography and topography make it particularly vulnerable to disasters. The State is prone
to earthquakes, landslides, cloudbursts, flash-floods, avalanches, as well as droughts. The flash floods in 2013 in
the state resulted in a 30% dip in tourism. Incessant rains, flooding and landslides in the Alaknanda, Mandakini
and Bhagirathi river valleys in 2013 caused over 6000 deaths primarily among tourists visiting the religious site
of Kedarnath and resulted in significant losses in infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and buildings etc.

Methodology

The data is gathered in this research is through the secondary source of data in which different articles, books
and website. Different interviews of leaders in which they are talking and reviewing about the progress in
tourism development in Uttrakhand especially in Almora & Bageshwer District.

Conclusion

In Uttrakhand future or tourism industry is very fast-growing industry, few of the points where we can work, like
Home stay tourism is fast growing part or tourism, and the second one spiritual yoga, many foreigner came to
India for particular kind of yoga. If government of Uttrakhand gives proper support of and little bit
advertisement for that kind of tourism which we can support fast growing product for Uttrakhand tourism. Last
but not least there are so many options for growing the industry of tourism by the help of Uttrakhand govt. and
people of Uttrakhand.
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